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Synopsis

With 1,098 wins and eight national championships, Lady Vol Coach Pat Summitt has left a
remarkable legacy of perseverance, leadership, and passion for the game-but her victories on the
court aren’t the only legacy she has left in her wake. Since the beginning of her career as Lady Vol
head coach at twenty-two years old, Pat Head Summitt effectively established the University of
Tennessee Lady Vols as the top women’s athletics program in the nation. The winningest coach in
the history of NCAA basketball, Summitt overcame one obstacle after another on the road to every
victory, but it is the lives she has impacted along the way that tell the story of her true legacy.
Forever a role model for young women, forever expecting nothing but the best from her players and
from those around her, her legacy has never faltered-not even during her final season as head
coach, when she faced her fiercest adversary yet: the diagnosis of early-onset Alzheimer’s disease.
In The Final Season: The Perseverance of Pat Summitt, Maria M. Cornelius tells the story of her
final coaching season through the eyes of those who know her best, from players to support staff to
Summitt’s closest friends and advisors. Beginning with the diagnosis that shook the Tennessee
community in the summer of 2011 and continuing through to the final game of the 2011-12 season,
The Final Season presents readers with a behind-the-scenes look at the conclusion of Summitt’s
coaching career, detailing from the perspective of a sports writer how her diagnosis impacted her
players and her staff as well as her fans. With forewords by former Lady Vol Candace Parker and
Swish Appeal editor Mike Robinson, The Final Season reveals how Summitt's remarkable story of
perseverance not only united a team of young women but also brought an entire sports following
together, revealing an incredible support system that spanned far beyond Summitt’s Tennessee
community. The coach’s determined spirit, selfless love, and sense of humor shine through the
pages of Cornelius’s book, painting for readers the picture of a beloved leader and detailing the

personal moments of defeat and triumph that make Summitt a true champion.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“The Final Season is a testimony to Pat SummittA¢a —-4,¢s uncanny ability to focus on
others even when she is facing monstrous challenges with the early onset of AlzheimerA¢a -a,¢s
disease. This coachA¢a -a,¢s lifetime impact on her players, down-to-earth love for others, and her
determined spirit to persevere through even the mostA A difficult times are even more breathtaking
against a public backdrop.A A CorneliusA A tells the story through her eyes as a sports reporter.
With a blend ofA A poignant emotion and the objectivity of a journalist, Cornelius takes the

readerA A behind the scenes to witness SummittA¢a -4,¢s final year as coach.A A A A Always
the motivator, PatA¢a -4,¢s struggle with this horrific disease generates inspiration and admiration
for her unwavering courage.A¢a -A+ A¢a —a «Joan Cronan, UT WomenA¢a -4,¢s Athletic Director
Emeritus and author of Sport Is Life with the Volume Turned Up A¢a —-A“This book captures Pat
Summitt in all her magnificent glory, coaching, fighting, and teaching throughout her brave finale.
Maria Cornelius chronicles PatA¢a —-4,¢s last season and the start of her fight against illness with a
sharp eye for detail and unparalleled inside knowledge of the great Tennessee program and the
woman who built it.A¢a —A+ A¢a —a *Sally Jenkins, author of Sum It Up and Reach for the Summit,
with Pat SummittThe Final Season gives the fan up-close and personal insight on how the Lady Vol
family came together for PatA¢a —4a,¢s final seasonA¢a -4 erallying around their Coach. Maria
eloquently bridges the technical aspects of the game with the impact of a terrible

disease.A¢a -4 *Debby Schriver, author of In the Footsteps of Champions A A A¢a —-A“Maria
Cornelius gives the reader an inside look at Pat SummittA¢a -a,¢s final season as her team battles
on the court and she battles early onset dementia-AlzheimerA¢a -4,¢s type. Maria captures the
essence of the emotions, determination, struggle, and the ability to overcome the adversity that lay
before us.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 «Jenny Moshak, Lady Vols Basketball Athletic Trainer

(1989A¢a -4 022013) and author ofA A lceA A A¢a -4,¢nA¢a -a,¢ Go A A

With 1,098 wins and eight national championships, Lady Vol Coach Pat Summitt has left a
remarkable legacy of perseverance, leadership, and passion for the gameA¢a -4 but her victories

on the court arenA¢a -4,¢t the only legacy she has left in her wake. Since the beginning of her



career as Lady Vol head coach at twenty-two years old, Pat Head Summitt effectively established
the University of Tennessee Lady Vols as the top womenA¢a -4,¢s athletics program in the nation.
The winningest coach in the history of NCAA basketball, Summitt overcame one obstacle after
another on the road to every victory, but it is the lives she has impacted along the way that tell the
story of her true legacy. Forever a role model for young women, expecting nothing but the best from
her players and from those around her, her legacy has never falteredA¢a -4 *not even during her
final season as head coach, when she faced her fiercest adversary yet: the diagnosis of early-onset
AlzheimerA¢a -4,¢s disease. In The Final Season: The Perseverance of Pat Summitt, Maria M.
Cornelius tells the story of her final coaching season through the eyes of those who know her best,
from players to support staff to SummittA¢a —4a,¢s closest friends and advisors. Beginning with the
diagnosis that shook the Tennessee community in the summer of 2011 and continuing through to
the final game of the 2011A¢a -a ce12 season, The Final Season presents readers with a
behind-the-scenes look at the conclusion of SummittA¢a -4,¢s coaching career, detailing from the
perspective of a sports writer how her diagnosis impacted her players and her staff as well as her
fans. With forewords by former Lady Vol Candace Parker and Swish Appeal editor Mike Robinson,
The Final Season reveals how SummittA¢a -a,¢s remarkable story of perseverance not only united
a team of young women but also brought an entire sports following together, revealing an incredible
support system that spanned far beyond SummittA¢a -4,¢s Tennessee community. The

coachAg¢a -a,¢s determined spirit, selfless love, and sense of humor shine through the pages of
CorneliusA¢a -a,¢s book, painting for readers the picture of a beloved leader and detailing the

personal moments of defeat and triumph that make Summitt a true champion. A A

Thought it would be a book | couldn’t put down as the other ones | have read about her were. It was
OK. Started out at a good pace, seemed to get bogged down with stats of games and such. Am 3/4
through and just can’t get motivated to finish it. Miss her input. That's what’s missing in this book.
Just OK. | wouldn’t run out to buy it new. Wait for a used one to come about. You aren’t missing
anything by rushing out to pay full price. Only redeeming quality is a % of the price when to her

Alzheimer’s. Foundation.

Review is by my sister in law, who | bought this for. She says it's interesting about how the season
progressed and her struggle with coming to terms with alzheimer’s, trying to remember things. It is a
little slow, she put it down and hasn't finished it yet. But part of it is that as she is reading it she

stops and thinks of her mom when she reads it, and that’s hard too.



Pat was amazing even while dealing with her iliness. This book brings to light just how well she
handled herself when the spotlight was on her when it wasn’t about basketball. Very well written and
| will treasure knowing she was classy to the very end.

| bought this one because | loved all of the other books about Coach Summit. Like others, | felt

bogged down once | got into it. The play by play and jumping around was just weird. Buy it for the

donation.

Ties up the final years of a great coach and person. We love pat and so does the writer.

Great book.

really good book about Pat.

Excellent book.
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